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Bachelor of Science  

Department of Human Development and Family Science 
Major:  Childhood Pre-Education  

For Students Graduating in Calendar Year 2021 
 

A sequence of 2 foreign language courses is required for graduation unless 2 high school credits of the same 
foreign language or 6 credit hours of foreign language have been earned.  These credits do not count towards 
graduation—see Undergraduate Catalog section for graduation requirements. 
 
Curriculum for Liberal Education    Credit Hours 
 
Area I.  Writing and Discourse 
ENGL 1105-1106  First Year Writing   3___  3___ 
 
Area II:  Ideas, Cultural Traditions and Values 
Select 6 credits from courses approved for Area II  3___  3___ 
 
Area III:  Society and Human Behavior 
PSYC 1004  Introductory Psychology  3___  3___ 
SOC 1004  Introductory Sociology  
 
Area IV:  Scientific Reasoning and Discovery 
*BIOL 1005, 1006  General Biology or  3___  3___ 
CHEM 1015, 1016 Chemistry in Context 
 
Area V:  Quantitative and Symbolic Reasoning 
MATH 1014  Precalculus with Transcendental Functions 
STAT 3604  Statistics for the Social Sciences 3___  3___ 
 
Area VI:  Creativity and Aesthetic Experience 
Select 1–3 credits from courses approved for Area VI  1–3___ 
 
Area VII:  Critical Issues in a Global Context 
Select 3 credits from courses approved for Area VII  3___ 
 
TOTAL CURRICULUM FOR LIBERATION EDUCATION REQUIRED COURSES:  34–36 credits 
 
Satisfactory progress toward the degree is defined as successful completion of the Curriculum for Liberal Education 
requirements for English, Biology (or Chemistry), Mathematics and HD 1004 by the time the student has 
attempted 72 semester hours. 
 
There are no hidden prerequisites. 
 
Graduation Requirements: 
In-major GPA must be 2.0 
Overall GPA must be 2.0 
 
*BIOL 1005 and 1006 are no longer offered. Students who have not yet fulfilled requirements for Area IV must take 
the CHEM 1015 and 1016 or discuss possible substitution of other biology coursework for this requirement with an 
authorized representative from the Human Development and Family Science Department. 



 
 
 
 
Required Core Courses        Credit Hours 
*HD 1004 Human Development I      3___ 
*HD 2004 Human Development II      3___ 
*HD 2304 Family Relationships      3___ 
*HD 2335 Principles of Human Services I (prereq. HD 1004)   3___ 
*HD 2336 Principles of Human Services II (prereq. HD 2335)   3___ 
*HD 3014 Research Methods in Human Development (prereq. HD 1004, 
   2004, 2304, Stat 3604)     3___ 
*HD 4324 Advanced Family Relationships (prereq 2304)   3___ 
*HD 4714 Senior Capstone (prereq. Senior standing)    3___ 
*HD 4964 Field Study (prereq. HD 1004, 2004, 2335, 2336; Junior standing) 3___  3___ 
*COMM 2004 Public Speaking       3___ 
*AHRM 2304 Family Financial Management     3___ 
 
    Subtotal Required Courses:   36 credits 
 
Required Childhood Pre-Education Major Courses 
*HD 3214 Infancy & Early Childhood (prereq. 1004)    3___ 
*HD 3224 Middle Childhood and Adolescence (prereq.  1004)   3___ 
*HD 3254 Curriculum in Early Childhood (prereq. 1004)   3___ 
*EDCI 3024 Issues in American Schooling     3___ 
*HD 3144/ 
*EDCI 3144 Educating Exceptional Learners     3___ 
*EDCI 4204 Humanizing the K12 Classroom     3___ 
      
    TOTAL CHILDHOOD PRE-EDUCATION CREDITS:           18 credits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*In-major GPA course 
 
 
 
 
Free Electives 
In addition to satisfying all University and Childhood Pre-Education requirements, students will complete sufficient 
semester hours of Free Electives to total 120 credit hours.  Students should check with the State Department of 
Education for the state they plan on teaching in, to determine if they require specific classes, or see Virginia Tech’s 
Education Advisor. 
 
______  ______  ______  ______  ______  
 
______  ______  ______  ______  ______  
 
      TOTAL ELECTIVE CREDITS:  30–32 
 



College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences,  
Department of Human Development and Family Sciences 

 
Bachelor of Science in Human Development: Major in Childhood Pre-Education 

 
Contact: Victoria Lael 

vlbvt@vt.edu 
 
 
1. Justification, Need for Major: 
 
Educational Value: 
The Childhood Pre-Education major will provide students with a solid foundation in early 
childhood development and in educational principles and practices at the undergraduate level. 
While students currently majoring in Human Development can obtain most of these courses at 
the present time, they do not yet benefit from an identifiable major that clearly signals their 
expertise and career focus. 
 
Our department has the commitment to help Childhood Pre-Education students understand 
children’s needs outside of the classroom, and how the children’s needs impact learning inside 
the classroom. For example, Childhood Pre-Education students will understand the role of 
parenting competency, social class, race, culture, gender, rural and urban contexts, disability and 
difference on the capabilities of young children. Students will also gain an understanding of 
professional behavior with children and their families, ethical standards, and the impact of policy 
and law on the classroom. In essence, this major is focused on the forces that shape how young 
children develop, so that our students will be effective teachers who will remain in the profession 
(nearly 50% of new teachers leave the classroom within 5 years, according to the U.S. 
Department of Education). 
 
Market Analysis: 
At a national level, the federal government is requiring Head Start to hire teachers with bachelor 
degrees and has been expanding the reach of Head Start to infants and toddlers in home and 
classroom settings. At the state level, many states are providing 4-year-old preschool programs 
to reach out to similarly disadvantaged students to give them an educational boost before facing 
traditional elementary education. Similarly early childhood programs in high quality childcare 
centers are increasing their educational requirements for their teachers and childcare workers. 
The major will allow our students access to these markets as they move from college into the 
work force. 
 
Relevance to Virginia Tech Mission: 
Undergraduate students in this major will have both service learning and protracted field study 
experiences in sties outside the University and within our own Child Development Center for 
Learning and Research as they move through the curriculum, fitting the VT shaped experience. 
The focus on the whole child from a very young age includes a focus on brain development from 
the prenatal and infancy development periods and beyond. 
 



2. Whom the Major Will Serve: 
Currently about one-quarter of students (more than 150 students) in the Human Development 
major have as their career goal to work directly with young children, either as early childhood 
educators or in the public schools in elementary or special education. The major would signal the 
expertise of these students in terms of their comprehensive understanding of young children, 
their families and the environment in which they live. In addition, the course selection helps 
them move toward state licensure as elementary or special education teachers. We also anticipate 
that the new major will help attract additional students to Virginia Tech. 
 
3. Resource Needs:  
No new resources are required to establish the proposed Childhood Pre-Education major at 
Virginia Tech. The differences between the present and undergraduate major in Human 
Development and the proposed major consists of courses that are offered as controlled electives 
in the Human Development and Family Sciences (HDFS) department or courses that are offered 
in the School of Education already, with one exception that will be added to the HDFS course 
offering with minimal impact. 

 
4. Administration: 
The Childhood Pre-Education major would be administered by the Department of Human 
Development and Family Sciences with the cooperation of the School of Education. The 
requested term of the start of the major is Fall 2019 with the first class of the graduating students 
in the calendar year 2021 (because students at Virginia Tech may have already taken many of the 
relevant courses for the major). 
 
Implementation of the new major can be achieved without significant disruption because 
students who wish to continue their education with a Master’s Degree in Education are already 
advised to take most of the courses in the Childhood Pre-Education core. The advising staff will 
work closely with students who express an interest in working with young children. All students 
currently majoring in Human Development within HDFS will be informed via the departmental 
website, the majors listserv, and in individual advising sessions about the new major. The new 
checksheet will be posted on the Department website, the Department’s Facebook page, and in 
hard copy in advising offices. Recruiting materials will include the availability of the new major 
upon its approval. 
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